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M7 UNVEILS NEW EXHIBITIONS & POP-UPS ON DISPLAY THROUGHOUT FIFA WORLD CUP

Qatar’s epicenter for innovation and entrepreneurship in design, fashion and tech showcases local artists and designers in 5 new Exhibitions & pop-ups at M7 in Msheireb Downtown Doha.

Doha, Qatar, November 17, 2022 – Qatar’s creative hub M7 is proud to present a series of new exhibitions and pop-ups which are on display during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 period. Established under the leadership of Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the latest exhibitions Anassir, Home Grown, Mesra and MilanoxDoha showcased by M7 features several local artists and designers. The epicenter for innovation and entrepreneurship in fashion, tech and design (M7), aims to empower and support local designers, while inspiring the local community of all ages and backgrounds.M7 now invites the public to discover Doha’s emerging designers and visit its latest exhibitions, with free entry, hroughout the duration of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, with some on display until the end of January 2023.

ABOUT THE EXHIBITIONS

Anassir 
Solo Exhibition by Bouthayna Al-Muftah - Powered by Progress 
Until 21 January 2023
M7 Gallery 3 - Floor 1 

Qatari artist Bouthayna Al Muftah’s latest composition - Anassir (Elements) is the artist’s second solo exhibition in Doha. The series of artworks–Fataraat (Phases), In'ekas (Introspection), and a breathtaking large-scale tapestry named Yeebhom (Bring Them Back), depict a passage through time, conveyed in large scale articulations. The works invite an immersive experience through Bouthayna’s mixed-media practices.

Yeebhom is a legacy project which was produced in collaboration with the world-renowned La Cité internationale de la tapisserie in Aubusson, and was supported by her work In'ekas (Introspection), which was produced during her residency at Fanoon–Centre for Print Media Reserach at VCUarts Qatar. Born out of the relationship established during the Qatar-France 2020 Year of Culture, Yeebhom (Bring Them Back) serves as a commemoration of the 50-year anniversary of diplomatic relations between Qatar and France. The unique artwork blends French Traditional and Qatari Contemporary influences, inviting the viewer to discover traditional weaving craftsmanship through the lens of a contemporary artist. 

Al Muftah’s multidisciplinary practices culminate in 360 unique and profound explorations of Qatari culture and its rapid development over a short period of time. Her exhibition which is on display until the end of January, is hosted by M7, supported by Audi’s House of Progress initiative, and jointly curated by online art gallery Emergeast.

Mesra
An Art Photography Installation, by Khalid Hamad Al Thani – presented by Al Hosh Gallery and 
curated by Gerhard Steidl 
Until 21 January 2023
M7 Theatre - Floor 2

With a career spanning 15 years, photographer Khalid Hamad Al Thani is connected with the desert landscape, positioning the non-human habitat as a central element. Mesra (Path) is an installation consisting of sound and photography. Drawing inspiration from the surrounding environment, and focusing on its movement and geometry, his work looks to spark conversation around the multidimensional nature of the desert, and to evoke a visual and theoretical presence that disrupts popular notions of its heritage aesthetic. 

The route traveled by the passing figure–the horse–is motionless yet central to the image. If the viewer looks beyond the beauty of the subject and the hyper detailing of the body lines, the intertwined gestures of shadow and outline suggest a shared hierarchy written by light. In the image, the horse cuts through the path into joyous clarity despite the “lackness” of visible light and a clear destination. 

The subject’s minimal occupation of the space is intentional and is often highlighted by Al Thani to present a commentary on the universality of the desert which occupies one-fifth of the planet’s land. The sound element, which is composed by layers of recordings collected by the artist, accompanies the work from distance signifying the abstraction of emotion. Al Thani has showcased on the local and international stage. 

The Age of Modern Architecture in Qatar  
A series of images by Joel Tjintjelaar  
Until 21 January 2023  
M7 Hallway - Floor 2  

Qatar Tourism presents The Age of Modern Architecture in Qatar by award-winning photographer Joel Tjintelaar. The exhibition is a product of the photographer’s 10-day trip to Qatar–a journey made to capture the country’s renowned architectural prowess. The exhibition consists of twenty-nine striking black and white images by the fine art photographer, and draws inspiration from buildings which embody Qatar’s cultural identity, such as the National Museum of Qatar, the Museum of Islamic Art, and other poignant structures.

By establishing a relationship with the absolute beings of the socially isolated subject, Tjintjellar hopes to reveal their real potential through his art. The absence of color in his works unveil the very essence of his subject, and the emotional experience they create. Tjintjellar’s advanced and sophisticated approach to portraiture, combined with the expressive language of black and white photography, captures the identity of the architects, architecture, the artist, and of Doha and Qatar as a whole. 

Home Grown Gallery
An exhibition that reflects the traditional Qatari heritage mixed with modern influences by talented designers cultivated at NAMA (Social Development Centre) 
Until 19 December 2022
M7 Creative Learning Space - Floor 1 

Home Grown Gallery, a collective work by seventeen Qatari artists, looks to strengthen the Qatari identity and introduce the present and future generations to the heritage and tradition of handicrafts, such as Sedu weaving and jewelry making. 

The exhibition seeks to highlight the skill of designers in producing works of art which combine traditional craftsmanship with modern and contemporary spirit and influence, as well as to promote small businesses affiliated with NAMA.

This pop-up exhibition showcases several crafts, such as the traditional Al-Najada craft, the art of embroidering traditional fabrics and costumes with embellishments–especially light fabrics–with silver and gold wires.

Designers:   

1. Asma Al Darweesh   
2. Hissa Al Hadad   
3. Khalid Al Janahi   
4. Khouloud Al Abdulla   
5. Sameera Al Mulla   
6. Shareefa Al Ansari   
7. Shareefa Al Ghaneem   
8. Maraim Al Tajer   
9. Noor Al Hameedi   
10. Muneera Al Ansari   
11. Wadha Al Sulaiti   
12. Safya Al Hajri   
13. Masooma Jawaad   
14. Hassan Al Emadi   
15. Hamad Almohammed  
16. Seham Yaqoup  
17. Fajer Al Mansoori  


MilanoxDoha
In conjunction with Milan Design Week
Until 21 January 2023  
M7 Qatar Creates Hub - Ground Floor  

M7 brings the world’s most prominent design event, Milan Design Week, to Doha. Showcasing unique furniture design in a display of unique and non-conformist pieces, Qatari and Doha-based designers bring together timeless aesthetics and unique materials in their creations. 

The artists behind these original pieces hope to encourage more sustainable living through their designs, but also to express the importance of preserving cultural identity in an era of rapid globalization. 

The showroom is hosted by M7 and exhibition is hosted by FROMM–a collaboration platform that supports and empowers the local design community through mentorship and coaching in furniture and product design. 

The works on display include the Shurouq collection, designed in collaboration with design platform FROMM and Qatari designers Maryam Suwaidi and Shua’a Ali, Melting Pottery by the MFA in Design program at VCUarts, Qatar, The Freedom Bench by Shaikha Al Sulaiti (crafted from recycled Hermes Birkin bags), and Eggo by Nada Elkharashi (a comment on the over consumption of single-use materials). These works were featured in Milan Design Week 2022 in the Rossana Orlandi Gallery. 

-ENDS-

About Qatar Museums 

Qatar Museums (QM), the nation's preeminent institution for art and culture, provides authentic and inspiring cultural experiences through a growing network of museums, heritage sites, festivals, public art installations, and programs. QM preserves, restores, and expands the nation's cultural offerings and historical sites, sharing art and culture from Qatar, the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia (MENASA) region with the world and enriching the lives of citizens, residents, and visitors.  

Under the patronage of His Highness the Amir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and led by its Chairperson, Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, QM has made Qatar a vibrant center for the arts, culture, and education in the Middle East and beyond. QM is integral to the goal of developing an innovative, diverse, and progressive nation, bringing people together to ignite new thinking, spark critical cultural conversations, educate and encourage environmental stewardship and sustainable practices, and amplify the voices of Qatar's people. Since its founding in 2005, QM has overseen the Museum of Islamic Art and MIA Park, Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, the National Museum of Qatar, QM Gallery Al Riwaq, QM Gallery Katara, and the Tasweer Qatar Photo Festival. Future projects include the soon to open 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum, and Dadu, Children's Museum of Qatar.  

Through its newly created Creative Hub, QM also initiates and supports projects—such as the Fire Station Artist in Residence, the Tasweer Qatar Photo Festival and the creative hub for innovation, fashion and design M7—that nurture artistic talent and create opportunities to build a strong and sustainable cultural infrastructure.  

Animating everything that Qatar Museums does is an authentic connection to Qatar and its heritage, a steadfast commitment to inclusivity and accessibility, and a belief in creating value through invention. 


About M7  

M7 is Qatar’s epicenter for innovation and entrepreneurship in fashion and design. Established by Qatar Museums under the leadership of Her Excellency Sheikha Al-Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, M7 is committed to accelerating the growth of Qatar’s creative economy by providing mentorship and opportunities for designers to build a successful business both locally and internationally, while encouraging the fashion and design industry to play their part in the growth of Qatar’s creative circular ecosystem. M7’s platforms include comprehensive incubation and mentorship programmes, world-class exhibitions and pop-ups, and public discussions. Located at the heart of Msheireb Downtown Doha, M7 serves to create a space for creatives by working closely with its Resident Partners, Cutting Studio, Studio 7, Scale 7, Fromm, Workinton and Profiles. 


Media contact:  
Lolwa Al Malki – M7 Communications Coordinator  
lalmalki@qm.org.qa  
+974 5005 0725  
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